
Environmental Science Syllabus 2019-2020 
Academy for Advanced Studies 
401 E. Tomlinson St., 
McDonough, GA 30253 
Office: 770-957-3943 Fax: 770-957-0368 
 

Instructor:  Rachael Grillo, Diana Moore  
Email:  rachael.grillo@henry.k12.ga.us; diana.moore@henry.k12.ga.us 
School Web Page:  https://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Page/33664  
 
Course Description:  
Environmental science is the study of the biological, chemical, and physical conditions of an environment 
and their effect on the various organisms contained therein.  Students will have the opportunity to explore all 
areas of environmental science in this course.  Students will also engage in experiments and investigations 
that will challenge them to think critically.  
 
Outcome Expectations:  
At the end of this course students should be able to: 

1. Use appropriate scientific tools to observe record, organize, analyze, interpret, write, and present the 
results of scientific investigations clearly and accurately.  

2. Investigate the flow of energy and cycling of matter within an ecosystem.  
3. Construct explanations of stability and change in Earth’s ecosystems. 
4. Evaluate types, availability, allocation, and sustainability of energy resources. 
5. Analyze human impact on natural resources. 
6. Identify and discuss information about the effects of human population growth on global ecosystems. 

 
Course Content and Sequence:  Topic Weeks 

● Ecology 3 
● Biological Diversity 3 
● Biogeochemical Cycles 3 
● Energy Resources 4.5 
● Human Population Impacts 4.5 

 
Additional topics will be covered as deemed appropriate.  The goal in this curriculum is quality not quantity coverage.  
 
Materials List 

● 3-ring Binder (1 ½ in to 2 in) with dividers [suggested: Notes, Practice, Assessment, Labs]  
● 3- hole punch loose-leaf paper  
● Set of Index Cards (200 Flash Cards)  
● Blue or Black pens 
● Pencils (Mechanical) or sharpened pencils 
● Agenda/Planner  
● Highlighter 
● Colored pencils 

  
Grading 

Final Exam                          20% 
Assessments                         40% 
Practice work                      40% 

A    90 -100 
B    80-89 
C    74-79 

D    70-73 
F    69 and Below 
 

**Grade calculation break-down is subject to change based on Henry County policies. ** 
 

https://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Page/33664
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Grade Reports  
Cumulative grades will be on Infinite Campus and progress reports will be available in Infinite Campus at the end of 

every nine weeks grading period.  But students and parents are strongly encouraged to check Infinite Campus on a 
regular basis.  Questions or concerns regarding grades may be emailed to the teacher or parents may call the 
teacher.  Parents may also call the school and request a teacher conference through the counseling office.  

 
Testing Procedures 
For all quizzes and assessments students are expected to put electronics in their bags (or give to the instructor) and 

bags/notebooks are placed in a designated area.  Students found to have electronics, class notes, and/or practice 
material in their possession during an assessment will receive a zero for the assessment and will be issued an 
automatic office referral.  Students will have 50 to 70 minutes to complete Unit Assessments and 10 to 20 minutes 
to complete quizzes.  

 
Late Assignments  
It is of vital importance that you take an active role in your learning and begin to become self motivated as these skills 

are crucial for success at the college level. Students can only receive a maximum score of 50% for late work if 
submitted prior to assignments being returned or answers given out in class.  Students do have the option to attend 
tutorial and complete assignment under the supervision of any environmental science teacher to receive a 
maximum of 70% on late work.  Supervising teacher will need to date and sign to indicate that the work was 
completed with them.  

 
Make-up Procedures 
If you are absent, and that absence is excused, you will be given the same number of days absent to turn in the missed 

assignments.  If you are absent for only one day, and on that day a previously announced test or quiz or major 
assignment is due, you will be expected to take that test, quiz or turn in the assignment on the day you return to 
class.  All make-up work should be labeled as such (Make-up), include date of absence on all make-up work.  

 
Tests Make-up Procedures 
If you are out multiple days and have missed a test, it must be made up with-in 5 school days.  You are responsible for 

scheduling a make-up day with the instructor.  Failure to make-up a missed test in a timely manner will result in a 
grade of zero for that assessment.  

 
Tutoring 
Typically, tutorial occurs before or after school and teachers will not be responsible for transporting students.  Students 

can attend tutorial with any environmental science teacher and do not have to wait until their teacher is on the 
schedule.  When attending tutorial, students should bring with them any notes, practice assignments, and resent 
quizzes/test. Students and/or parents/guardians shall contact the teacher to make arrangements if tutoring is 
necessary.  

 
Lab Safety Regulations 
A separate Lab Safety Contract will be provided for review and signature by both student and parent.  It must be 

reviewed by the parties and the student information sheet completed before the student can participate in lab. 
Failure to adhere to the safety regulations during a lab will result in immediate removal from the lab, loss of grade 
and possible disciplinary actions. 

 
Classroom Expectations 

1. Be Prompt- ON TIME 
2. Be Ready (Prepared) 
3. Be Respectful 
4. Be Responsible 
5. Follow all school and county rules. 
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6. Remember this is a lab classroom always follow all Lab Safety Regulations per the contract and NO food or 

drinks are allowed in class (exception bottled water).  
 
Bring Your Own Technology (BYOT) 
Students can use chrome book or laptop to aid in their learning process. These devices are only to be used in the 

classroom at the discretion of the teacher.  Any device being used for purposes that are not educational or 
beneficial to the learning process will be confiscated.  

 
Academic Honesty- 

Students are expected to submit items that are their own work.  Plagiarism is never acceptable, when resources 
are used they are cited within the student’s work.  If you are caught cheating, copying, plagiarizing or using any form 
of dishonesty to complete your coursework, a grade of zero will be given for the work in question.   Students should 
not be in possession of any electronic device during assessments/quizzes, violation of the policy will be referred to 
administration for disciplinary action. Furthermore, parents will be contacted and NO letter of recommendation for 
college or scholarships will be written by any science instructor for students found to be in violation of the academic 
honesty policy.  
 
How to pass this class?  
Doing the following items will help you be successful in this class:  

1. Do assigned reading promptly. 
2. Use your calendars and agenda. 
3. Be present daily.  If you are sick, make up work in a timely manner when you return.  If absent for more than 

one day arrange for your work to be brought to you. 
4. Keep your notebook up to date. 
5. Complete your own assignments. 
6. Study for tests (start reviewing for a test at least three nights before the test). 
7. Ask questions when you do not understand and attend tutorial if needed. 

 
It is important for you to understand; the instructor assigns the grades you have earned.  This semester will offer many 
opportunities for you to develop and refine your study skills. I look forward to educating, encouraging and 
empowering you to your greatest potential.  Do not hesitate to contact your teacher by email, phone or schedule 
conference if you have any questions or concerns.  Thank you in advance for your help and support. 
 
Note:  The instructor reserves the right to change any section of this course syllabus at any time during the semester to 
more adequately meet the needs, interests or abilities of the students.  
 
 
 


